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MIDNIGHT RUN – by George Gallo

Hero’s Journey & Emotional Journey breakdown by Allen Palmer
1. WALSH IS THE AVIS OF BOUNTY HUNTERS; DORFLER IS RENT-A-WRECK

Jaded loner (INCOMPLETE) JACK WALSH outwits thick, unprincipled DORFLER (SHADOW) in picking up a bail-jumper in LA. Bail had been posted by MOSCONE and he gives Walsh $1,500 for his trouble (ORDINARY WORLD).

2. DELIVER “THE DUKE” AND GET $100,000

Moscone offers Walsh $25k (CALL TO ADVENTURE) to find missing accountant, JONATHAN MARDUKAS (“The Duke”), who embezzled $15 million from Chicago mobster, JIMMY SERRANO, and gave it to charity. Walsh initially declines (REFUSAL OF THE CALL) but when Moscone increases the offer to $100k, he COMMITS (CROSSES THRESHOLD) p11. An additional incentive is that Serrano is the reason Walsh is no longer a cop (WOUND).

3. WALSH IS UP AGAINST THE FBI AND THE MOB

Walsh discovers whom The Duke called upon his arrest (TEST) and it’s a New York number. The FBI’s AGENT MOSELY warns Walsh off (UNSETTLED) but Jack is undeterred and grabs Mosely’s identity tag. Arriving in New York (UNSETTLED), Walsh is confronted by Serrano’s guy, DARUVO, who offers him $1m to deliver The Duke to them (TEST) – but he declines.

4. WALSH GRABS THE DUKE BUT HE CAN’T FLY

Walsh cleverly finds the Duke (TEST) and then uses Mosely’s FBI identity (UNSETTLED) to take him into custody (p23). The mild-mannered Duke (SHAPESHIFTER) offers to bribe Walsh (TEST) but he resists and calls Moscone to tell him when they’ll be arriving in LA. Unfortunately, the FBI is listening in and JERRY (ENEMY) in Moscone’s office passes the information on to Duravo. However Serrano’s hitmen and Mosely’s G-Men are disappointed because the Duke’s claimed fear of flying proves true, forcing a change of plans. (p32)

5. DORFLER TRIES TO GRAB THE DUKE ON THE TRAIN

When Walsh doesn’t arrive in LA, Moscone puts Dorfler (ENEMY) on the case. Impersonating Walsh, Dorfler calls Amex and learns they’re on the train – and cancels the card while he’s at it. 

The Duke is a nosy New-Age guy and quizzes Walsh (APPROACH) over the fact that he hasn’t seen his wife or daughter in Chicago for 9 years but Walsh won’t go there (INAUTHENTIC). 

Dorfler joins the train at Cleveland and gets his mitts on The Duke (TEST) but Walsh slams him and they get off before the FBI can nab them in Indiana.

6. BUS TRIP ENDS IN HAIL OF BULLETS 

When he tries to buy bus tickets, Walsh learns his card has been cancelled but they have just enough to get to LA. The Duke probes Walsh (APPROACH) and learns that his ex-wife married a cop on the force he was forced to leave but Jack’s still not facing up to his pain. (INAUTHENTIC). 

Unfortunately, Mosely and the FBI are waiting in Gary, Indiana, but Serrano’s hitmen are too (ORDEAL) and, in the ensuing hail of bullets, Jack and the Duke escape in Mosely’s car.

7. WALSH REUNITES WITH EX-WIFE AND DAUGHTER

Needing money, Walsh goes to see his ex-wife and daughter (ORDEAL) and she CONFRONTS him with his FLAW that when he gets hurt, he hurts others. She loves him nonetheless and gives him a car and cash (REWARD). His daughter gives him money too but after initially taking it, he returns it.

Walsh asks Moscone to wire $500 to Western Union in Amarillo, Texas. On the drive, the Duke again probes (APPROACH) and Walsh reveals that he was set to bring down a big dealer when bent coppers forced him to quit. Walsh is still not dealing with the pain (INAUTHENTIC) and the Duke tells him he’s going to have to confront it.

8. CHOPPER ATTACK IN AMARILLO

The Duke says he had Serrano’s records on diskettes and Walsh doesn’t understand why he didn’t just let it lie. But the Duke points out that Walsh didn’t let it lie in Chicago. 

When they arrive at Western Union, Daruvo is waiting but is foiled by Dorfler, who has no idea who he’s dealing with and knocks them out. Dorfler, Walsh and The Duke are chased by snipers in a chopper (ORDEAL) that eventually forces them off the road. Walsh shoots down the chopper and knocks out Dorfler then dives into the river to chase the Duke. However, he needs the Duke’s help to survive the rapids and then reneges on a deal to let him go (INAUTHENTIC).

9. THE DUKE OVERCOMES HIS FEAR OF FLYING

They hitch a ride with some Indians but then the Duke miraculously overcomes his fear of flying and tries to steal a plane. Walsh averts the take-off (ORDEAL) and buys a Truck with the Duke’s watch. 

10. THE DUKE USES A RUSE TO RUSSLE UP A FEED

Starving and with no money, The Duke uses Mosely’s badge to tell a SHOPKEEPER that they’re on the trail of counterfeit money, and Walsh joins him in the scam that nets them enough money for a slap-up feast (REWARD). They then jump aboard a train but the shopkeeper smells a rat and calls the police (ROAD BACK).

11. JACK OPENS UP ON THE GOODS TRAIN

The Duke’s constant probing finally gets Walsh to admit that he has hoped he and his ex-wife would get back together but he now admits that’s not going to happen (REBORN). The Duke tells Walsh he should take Serrano on by not delivering him to Moscone but Walsh says he’s not up for the fight (ROAD BACK). The police are waiting in Arizona, but they jump early.

12. WALSH LOSES THE DUKE AND GETS ARRESTED

They steal a Jeep and go off-road, chased by the FBI in cars and a chopper. Walsh manages to evade them but not Dorfler who slugs him (ROAD BACK) and takes The Duke. To cap off his day, Mosely arrests him for impersonating an FBI agent (DESPERATE).

13. WALSH HATCHES A PLAN

Learning that Dorfler plans to double-cross Moscone and give the Duke to Serrano for $1m (DESPERATE), Walsh calls Daruvo and arranges to trade the incriminating diskettes for the Duke (DECISIVE). If he can give these to Mosely, Walsh can have his freedom and keep the Duke to trade for his money.

14. WALSH WINS THE DAY

Dorfler gets greedy by asking Daruvo for $2m but unwittingly gives up The Duke’s location and gets knocked out. Serrano tells the Duke he’s not going to trade him – he’s going to kill him and his wife. The trade is all set to proceed at Vegas airport when Dorfler again intercedes but the FBI swoops, they grab Serrano and Walsh is free to leave with the Duke (RESURRECTION).

15. WALSH LETS THE DUKE GO

However, rather than take The Duke to collect his $100k, Walsh calls Moscone and tells the “lying piece of shit” that he’s setting the Duke free (COMPLETE). In turn, the Duke gives Walsh $300k (ELIXIR) from his personal stash.
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